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The Identity and Mission of the Laity
Week 2: Sharing in Christ’s Offices of Priest, Prophet, and King

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare the
wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Pt 2: 9)

The *“triple munera” or offices of Christ
“Jesus fulfilled the messianic hope of Israel in his threefold office of priest, prophet, and king.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 436)

The participation of the lay faithful in the threefold mission of Christ as Priest, Prophet and King finds its
source in the anointing of Baptism, its further development in Confirmation and its realization and
dynamic sustenance in the Holy Eucharist. . . . Precisely because it derives from Church communion, the
sharing of the lay faithful in the threefold mission of Christ requires that it be lived and realized in
communion and for the increase of communion itself. (Christifideles Laici 14)

The Priesthood of Christ

The supreme and eternal Priest, Christ Jesus. . . gives them a sharing in His priestly function of offering
spiritual worship for the glory of God and the salvation of men. For this reason the laity, dedicated to
Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and wonderfully prepared so that ever
more abundant fruits of the Spirit may be produced in them. For all their works, prayers and apostolic
endeavors, their ordinary married and family life, their daily occupations, their physical and mental
relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of life, if patiently borne—all these become
"spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ". Together with the offering of the Lord's
body, they are most fittingly offered in the celebration of the Eucharist. Thus, as those everywhere who
adore in holy activity, the laity consecrate the world itself to God. (Lumen Gentium 34)

The faithful, in virtue of their royal priesthood, join in the offering of the Eucharist. They likewise
exercise that priesthood in receiving the sacraments, in prayer and thanksgiving, in the witness of a holy
life, and by self-denial and active charity. (Lumen Gentium 10)

The lay faithful are sharers in the priestly mission, for which Jesus offered himself on the cross and
continues to be offered in the celebration of the Eucharist for the glory of God and the salvation of
humanity. Incorporated in Jesus Christ, the baptized are united to him and to his sacrifice in the offering
they make of themselves and their daily activities (cf. Rom 12:1, 2). (Christifideles Laici 14)

The Prophetic Office of Christ

The holy people of God shares also in Christ's prophetic office; it spreads abroad a living witness to Him,
especially by means of a life of faith and charity and by offering to God a sacrifice of praise, the tribute of
lips which give praise to His name. (Lumen Gentium 12)

Christ, the great Prophet, who proclaimed the Kingdom of His Father both by the testimony of His life
and the power of His words, continually fulfills His prophetic office until the complete manifestation of
glory. He does this not only through the hierarchy who teach in His hame and with His authority, but also
through the laity whom He made His witnesses and to whom He gave understanding of the faith (sensu



fidei) and an attractiveness in speech so that the power of the Gospel might shine forth in their daily social
and family life. (Lumen Gentium 35)

However, an apostolate of this kind does not consist only in the witness of one's way of life; a true apostle
looks for opportunities to announce Christ by words addressed either to non-believers with a view to
leading them to faith, or to the faithful with a view to instructing, strengthening, and encouraging them to
a more fervent life. (Apostolicam Actuositatem 6)

Through their participation in the prophetic mission of Christ . . . the lay faithful are given the ability and
responsibility to accept the gospel in faith and to proclaim it in word and deed, without hesitating to
courageously identify and denounce evil. (Christifideles Laici 14)

The Kingship of Christ
While it slowly grows, the Church strains toward the completed Kingdom and, with all its strength, hopes
and desires to be united in glory with its King. (Lumen Gentium 5)

Now Christ has communicated this royal power to His disciples that they might be constituted in royal
freedom and that by true penance and a holy life they might conquer the reign of sin in themselves.
Further, He has shared this power so that serving Christ in their fellow men they might by humility and
patience lead their brethren to that King for whom to serve is to reign. (Lumen Gentium 36)

Therefore, by their competence in secular training and by their activity, elevated from within by the grace
of Christ, let them vigorously contribute their effort, so that created goods may be perfected by human
labor, technical skill and civic culture for the benefit of all men according to the design of the Creator and
the light of His Word. (Lumen Gentium 36)

Moreover, let the laity also by their combined efforts remedy the customs and conditions of the world, if
they are an inducement to sin, so that they all may be conformed to the norms of justice and may favor the
practice of virtue rather than hinder it. (Lumen Gentium 36)

The Sacrament of Matrimony

From the wedlock of Christians there comes the family, in which new citizens of human society are born,
who by the grace of the Holy Spirit received in baptism are made children of God, thus perpetuating the
people of God through the centuries. The family is, so to speak, the domestic church. In it parents should,
by their word and example, be the first preachers of the faith to their children; they should encourage
them in the vocation which is proper to each of them, fostering with special care vocation to a sacred
state. (Lumen Gentium 11)

In connection with the prophetic function is that state of life which is sanctified by a special sacrament
obviously of great importance, namely, married and family life. For where Christianity pervades the
entire mode of family life, and gradually transforms it, one will find there both the practice and an
excellent school of the lay apostolate. In such a home husbands and wives find their proper vocation in
being witnesses of the faith and love of Christ to one another and to their children. The Christian family
loudly proclaims both the present virtues of the Kingdom of God and the hope of a blessed life to come.
Thus by its example and its witness it accuses the world of sin and enlightens those who seek the truth.
(Lumen Gentium 35)

The lay faithful's duty to society primarily begins in marriage and in the family. This duty can only be
fulfilled adequately with the conviction of the unique and irreplaceable value that the family has in the
development of society and the Church herself. (Christifideles Laici 40)



